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WILLIAM DIXON, tg J 

HILE at your Loverkil, ſecure retreat, = 1 
Far from the vain, the buſy, and the great, > ba 

' You paſs your peaceful hours i in rural caſt, 

Pleas d with amuſements that the wiſe may pleaſe; 

Conduct clear currents thro the vale below, 

Bid buildings riſe, and ſuture navies grow; 

Or, by the ſacred thirſt of learning led, 

Converſe familiar with th. illuſtrious * 

Worthies of old, who life by arts refin'd, 

Taught wholeſome law Gy and humaniz d mankind : 


liſten to this flowery lay, 


And place the intereſts of mankind in view, 


Form tender minds by virtye's better lore, 
And teach old infidels to doubt no more. - 


— 
ay 


To thee this verſe 


2 
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* : 


An earneſt of my gratitude and oo. 5 
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HE following poem of Gawix DovucLas is pre- 
fixed to the XIIth book of his tranſlation of 


Proloug of the Deſcription of May ; and is now pub- 


liſh d, 66 3 proof, that the muſes had viſited Great Bri- 


tain, and the flowers of poetry began to be in bloom 250 


years ago. It may alſo ſerve as an inſtance, that the 


Lowland Scotch language, and the Engliſh, at that time 


were nearly the ſame. CHAUCER and DousLAS may be 


looked upon as the two bright | ſlars that illumin' d England 


and Scotland, after a dark interval of dulneſs, a long 


niglit 


VIxOII's EN EIS, and entitled, Ane ingular lernit 


2 


3 PREFACE, 
. night of ignorance _ ſuperſtition, and foretold than Te 
turn of ay ang the revival of —— 


ThE ba of May 3 is ebe bare ane 0 1 
elegant, and eſteemed by gentlemen, whoſe good taſte 
and learning are indiſputable, to be one of the molt if plen- 


did deſcriptions of that month that has appeared i in print; | 


| which i is all the apology I ſhall make for having | given it 
an n Basin denn. 5 


The old Scotch i is Panel ee after the Rdinbur gh 1 
edn, which was W in the year 1 7 10. 


SOME 


K G 6 UN + 


GAWIN DOUGLA S. 


m Dobel as, B Bilbop of Dunkeld, Was "a 
* deſcended, being a ſon of the illuſtrious family of 

7 Angus. His father was Archibald, the fixth 
Earl of Angus. He married Elizabeth, daughter to Ro- 
bert Boyd, Chancellor and one of the Governors of the Ki ing- 
dom of Scotland, A. D. 1648, by whom he had iſſue four 
ſens, George, William, Gawin, and Archibald. The two 


eldeſt, with 200 gentlemen of the name 771 Dou glas, Were 
e in the battle 92 Flodden. 9 5 


Our Author Was born the Jatter end of the year. I 4 - 4y 
or the beginning of 1475. Great care was taken of his 
education, and he was early infirufted in the liberal Arts © 


- — 
- 8 | 
* 8 2 


CU, pon his return to Scotland he was advanced 10 be provo F 
of the collegiate church of Sr. Giles in Ed nburgh, and rec 
tor of Heriot church, ſome few miles diftant from it. hn 
this Pation he continued ſeveral years, behaving him, elf as 
became his holy character, noble birth, and liberal educa- | 
fon. Aſter the battle of Flodden many ecclefpaſtical d dig- ; 
nities became vacant, among which was the abbacy of Aber» 
brothock, one of the of confiderable in the kingdom--Tb 
Queen Mother, who was then Regent, and / 
enarried to the Earl of An gus, our Authors nephew, pre- 
ſented him to it; and ſoon a Her to the Archbiſhoprick of St. 


(en) 


e be had compleated his Plidies. in FA 


own country, be went abroad, that he might further im- 


prove himſelf by converſation with great and learned men, 


and obſervations on the Iaws and cuſtoms of other countries. 


4 ortly after 


Andrews. Bu he met with fo great oppoſition in this af- 


> fair, that neither the royal authority, nor the influence of 


his noble relations, nor his own unexceprionable Merits, were 


able to procure him peaceabl: poſſeſſion : Fir Andrew For- 
man (Biſhop of Murray, and Archbiſhop of Bourges in 
France) by the intereſt he had in the court of Rome, and 
the Duke of Albany, obtained a bull from the Pope for 
that dignity, and was accordingly achn wledged as Arch. 


| Liſhop by moſt of ihe clerg y of the ſee. Mr. Douglas, re- 
e efins on * of pods which wy / uch unworthy con- 


1 . ; Bes 


1 .. 


; ate add unde the Foes of a Cbriſtian and peact- 
able diſpoſition to his temp oral intereſt and greatneſs, wholly, 
laid. afide. bis prerenſioms to that ſee. But the Biſhoprick of. 
Dunkeld becoming vacant, in January 1515, the Queen. 
advanced him to it; and afterwards, by the interceſſion of. 
Henry VIII. Ringof England, obtained a bull in his favour. 
from Pope Leo X. Notwithſtanding his right was found- 
ed on the Royal and Papal authority, yet he could not obtain 
conſecration for a confi ſderable time, becauſe Fa powerful 
competitor; for Andrew Stewart Prebendary Craig, and 
brother to the Earl of Athole, had got himſelf nominated. 
Biſhop by ſuch of the chapter as were preſent ; and his title. 
was ſupported by all the enemies of the Queen and her 
Husband the Earl of Angus, particularly the Duke of Al- 
bany, who returning to Scotland in May 1515, was de- 
clared Regent. In the 2 ſeſſion of Parliament a ier the. 
| Governor's arrival, Mr. Douglas was accuſed, on ſome 
groundleſs pretext or other, of. acting. contrary 70 the laws 
of the nation, was pronounced guilt , and committed 70 the 
caſtle of St. Andrews, and impriſon'd upwards of a year, till 
the Governor was reconciled to the Queen and the Earl of 
An gus: Den he was ſet at liberty, received into the fa 
wvour of, the Regent, and conſecrated Biſhop at Glaſgow.” 
Wotwithfanding, his troubles were not yet at an end, for . 
his old ptagenifs. Andrew Stewart, had bale /s d hinelf of - 


"@- 0 the 


. palace of Dunkeld, and 2 reſoboed tb fu it 
againſt the B- ſhop by force of arms : ' However, at 22ſt it 
ua yielded up, without any bloodſhed; which was very .. 
| ceptable to the good Biſhop, who was of a gentle and merci- 
ful diſpofition, and always regulated r 25 the excellent 
laws of / the Chriſtian religion. VR 


er at laßt put in centuadls oſt ow f bis rode be 
. olved to give himſelf wholly to the faithful diſcharge of 


his duty : but the intereſt of 55 country would not permit 
Bim long fo [atify his own inclinations, for he was pitched 8 
upon to attend the Duke of Albany into France, to renew 
the antient league between the two nations: however he ſoon 
feturned ro Edinburgh, with a joyful artount of the con- 
Fermarion of the league; and thence repaired to his dice, M 
and . e to the duties of his facred {ma on. 


3 - But — er diviſion baing 808 after . 
| * in Scotland, and the Biſhop of Dunkeld perceiving tbe 
violent averſion aodich the court had conc eived againſt the 
family of Angus, and the danger he was expoſed to on 
that account, reſolved to retire into England till the form 
was blown over. This happened at a time when the King 
of England had juft declared war againſt the Scots; which 
ove his enem ies at home, who were rhe prevailing party 
VV 0 Ns 


* 


— 1 


h 1 
at court, an opportunity to endeavour his ruin. P procla- x 
mation was ſoon iſſued out againſt bim, be was declared an 


enemy to his country, the revenues of | his bifhoprick were 
 Foqueſer 4 and all d n ee with him was TO 


Seon after Si coming 70 Londa, it pleaſed 10 pur 
un endl 10 the ferſerutions of hit enemiem by War Bim to 
Himſelf. Moſt authors agree tbat he died of tbe plague, 
which then raged i in the City, in April 1522, about the 
 forty-eighth. year of his age. He was buried in the Hoſ- 
pital-thurch of the Savoy, on the left fide of the tomb-flone 
of Thomas Halſey - Biſhop of Leighlin in Ireland. In 
Weever's ancient monuments we find this inſcription for Z 

them botb. Hic jacet Tho. Halſay Leighlinen. Epiſco- 
pus, in Baſilica St. Petri Rome nationis Anglicorum Pe- 
nitentiarus, ſummæ probitatis vir, qui hoc ſolum poſt 1 
reliquit. Vixit, dum vixit, bene. Cui. lævus. conditur-. 
Gawinus. Douglas. Scotus. Dunkelden. Præſul. Patria. ; 
tua, exul. 00 25 


— 


— 


— 


8 1 
$ . — * — Z? — 
2 2 5 > - 25 _ 6 =» 

= — — — — ET a _ "I= 

WY — e 2 Ad --2> — a — r : 
= _ - — — — — 0 5 
rr . . bs 4 
— — — 1 — — — — — _ 


uch was the fate of this great genius and good man; 
for whoſe Elogy, as a poet, 1 ſhall refer the reader to his 
works, which are very eloquent i in his praiſe; and out of 

ſeveral teſtimonies of eminent men that might be pro- 
| duced in his favour, ſhall only tranſcribe this paſſage from 


Hus ume s r of the Douglaſſes, p. 220. 
G. 


— 


9 ws 
G. Douglaſs left bebind him great approbation of 
his vertues and loveof his perſon, 1 in the hearts of all good 
men; for beſides the nobility of his 5 the dignity 
and comelineſs of his perſonage, he Was learned, tem- 
perate, and of ſingular moderation of mind; and in thoſe 
turbulent times had always carried himſelf among the 
«factions of the nobility equally, and with a mind to make 
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GAWIN DOUGLAS 
His Fingal lernit 
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or THB 


DESCRI PTION of MAY. 


1 0 N E A, nycht bird, _ wake 4 day, 
| The ſternes chaſit of the heuin away, 
Dame Cynthia doun rolling i in the ſeye, . 


And Venus loiſt the . 15 

Fleand eſchamet within e 5 

5 Mars umbedrew from all his grundin glaue, : . 
Nor frawart gaturne from his mortal! ſpere 


Durſt langare i in the firmament appere, 


DESCR 110 N of MAY. 
BY 
Gam Doveras, Biſhop of Dunkeld.. 


MODERNIZED 


Hic Ver purpureum : ' Varios bic flumina circum 5 5 
Funda humus flores. Vino. 5 


ENUs, bright beam ofnight, and watch of da, 


Had chas'd the ling ring ſtars of Heav'i n away, 8 
Driv'n to the deep pale Cynthia from che 0 ** 
And loſt herſelf the beauty of her eye. 


With Mercury ſhe fought the ſecret lad, 5 


— 


And Mars withdrew, for all his. burning blade 35 


Nor gloomy Saturn, rolling 1 in his. ſphere, 


Durſt — in the firmament _ 
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A Deſcription 07 AS. 


| Bot ſtal abak zound in his regioun far, | 


Behynd the rculate warld of Jupiter; N 0 es | 
Ny ctimene affrayit of. the licht „ 1 73 8 


Went under couert, for gone Was che nycht; ; 


As freſche Aurora, to mychty Tithone ſpous, - 
Iſchit of her ſafferon bed and euyr hous, 


In crammeſy clede and granit t 


With ſanguyne cape, and ſeluage purports 
Vlnſchet the wyndois of her large hall, 
1 pred all with roſis, and full of balme ral, 
And eik the heuinly portis criſtallyne 7 


ee, brade, the warlde till ilumyne; 555, 
7 The twynkling ſtremouris of the orient A 
« ; Sched purpour ſprayngis with gold and afure ment, 
Perſand the ſabil barmkin nocturnall, 
"Bet down the ſkyes cloudy ma ntil wall; 1 85 | 
Fous the Ned, v wit Ane hammys rode, 3 235 
Of e Files and fo ele broune as bery, 


For Lo alichtin =J ak our bac an Ol —— 
"oy The 


En e 


But vaniſh'd far from ken of mortals, fir 
Beyond preat Jupiter 8 imperial ſtar. Ns 
The ſereech- owl, ſtartled at the Weg TY 
| Wing'd to her bow'r her ſolitary flight : ; 
"ol freſh Aurora, Tithon's ſplendid ſpouſe, 805 
Roſe from her ſaffron bed, and left her ivory houſe; 
i Her vilet robe was Rain d with crimſon hue, - 
” The cape vermilion, and the border blue; 
Her hands the windows of her hall unbarr d. 
| Spread all with roſes, and perfum d with nerd: 
The cryſtal gates of Heav'n expanded wide + 
Pour d. ſtreams of ſplendor i in an ample tide : : 5 
The beaming, Qrient, beauteous to behold, | . 
Shed purple rays, and azure mix d with gold, 
Diſperſing with all- penetrating light _ | | 
The ſolid gloom of. cloud-envelop d night. 
, The Suns gay courſers, in their harneſs red, 
. Above the billowy ocean 8 boundleſs bed MOR 
; Rais 'd high their heads, impetuous in career, | 


. To give the light, and glad our hemiſphere. 


20 


1 


$9 


* A Deſcription « of Mar. 


1 be flambe out bhraſtin at the neiſs 6 4 
80 faſt Phaeton with the quhip him quhirlis, I - 


Th & 


To roll Apollo his faderis goldin chare; | 
That ſchroudith all the heuynnys and the are; 
© Qu ſchortlie with the blefand torche of day, 

| Abulzeit i in his lemand freſche array, 

UC urth of his palice riall iſchit Phebus, _ 4. 


With goldin croun and viſage glorius, 


335 


Criſp haris, bricht as ehriſſolite or thopasz, e 
For quhais hew mycht nane behald His face, A 
The fyrie ſparkis braſting from bis ene, 
To purge the are, and gilt the tendir grene, . 4⁰ 
Defoundand from his ſege etheriall 4 
Glade influent afpectis celicalh Eon 
Before his regal hie magnificence 

Myſiy vapoure vpſpringand fwete as ſence, 
In ſnoky ſoppis of donk dewis wak, 5 KL os 
Wich hailſum ſtouis ouerheiland the flak, 


This confuſion of Phœbus and ebe is an error which: ſeveral old 
_ Engliſh writers have fallen into; and our author is guilty of a like miſtake in 


the firſt line of this poem, where he confounds the character of Dione with 


that of Diana. . 
| The 55 


* | Deſcription of Mir. . * . 


So in they ſcour d, that from their noſtrils came 
A cloud of ſmoke, and ſtreams of living flame, 's - 


Fir d by the whirling whip their round to run, 
And roll the golden chariot of the Sun. Tet 


While ſhortly with the blazing torch of tay 
Forth from his royal hall in freſh array 
Sprung Phœbus, by his flaming mantle known, 1 5 


His glorious viſage, and his golden crown ; 
; His gloſſy locks were as the topaz bright, 
His radiance bt r nd intolerable gur; 
3 eyeballs ſpa kled with celeſtial ſheen, 
wi purge the air, and gild he tender green, 
|  Diffuſing fromthe biightneſs of hi brow, 
Etherial mildneſ on the world below. 


- Before the king of day thin vapours 4 2 


Like clouds of incenſe, and as ſweet as thoſe, 7-05, WES 
{The dewy tribute which the meads exhale) | 1 45 : 
Goring my 1 and hover d o er the vale. 1 
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8. N A Deſcription. of. Myr r. 


” Phe auriate phanis of his trone ſouerane ith 


The large fludis lemand all of licht, 
Bot with ane blenk of his ſopernale dae, 


7 1 
* 2 1 4 


Fe or to behald i it was ane glore to ſe, 

5 The ſtabyllyt wyndys, and the calmyt "5 

: T he ſoft ſeſſoun, the firmament ſerene, i 
T he loune illuminate are, and firth amene, 


| T he filuer ſcalit fyſchis on the grete, .,. 


With fynnys ſchinand broun as ſynopare, 
And cheſal talis, ſtourand here and char; ta 
iT he new cullour alichting all the landis 

Forgane the ſtanryis ſchene, and berial Rand, . a 
Quhil the reflex of the diurnal bemes 1 
The bene bonkis keſt full of variant glemes: 
And luſty Flora did hir blomes ſprede 
Under the fete of Phebus ſulzeart ſtede: 3 
Thee ſwardit ſoyll enbrode with felkouth hewis 


— 


Wod and foreſt obumbrate with the * 


Pra ht 4s bo 
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4 * ue, 2 
With glitterand glance ouerſpred the etage, . 


Ouer thowrt clere ſtremes ſprinkilland f for «the bee, oF 


g oe . 


65 


_ Wha 


of Deſcription of of. Wr, 
The 8 ſplendor of his glorious beams 


Glane d. on the floods, and glitter d in the freans, 


And all the ocean ſhone ſerenely bright 


With the firll glimpſe of his ſupernal fight. 372 
How calm how ſtilll how pleaſing to behold _ 


The ſea's broad boſom where no billows roll d! 10 
The ſeaſon ſoft, the firmament ſerene, ' 


Z | Their tail the T udder, and the fin their oar. 
Ne luſtre gilded all the riſing lands, 


The ſtony hillocks, and the beryl N 3 


N While the reflection of the glowing beams 


Play d on the banks in variegated i 
Where-e er Apollo' 8 radiant courſers went, 


: Sprung flow'rs unnumber d of delicious ant 
Farth's flouriſh'd carpet various hues diſplay” d, 


And Lowe and foreſt wore a fuller ſhade, 


3 


TY ilumin” d landſcape, and the wary; Siem [ A a] 
| Where ſportive fiſh diſplay d their ſilver pride, . 
Fi Quick-glancing on the ſurface of the tide, 21 
By ruſſet fins impell d from ſhore to ſhore, |. 


— © — % 
60 
F "ih 2 4 


_ Whoſe 


* 


4 Quhaiz blysful branchis porturate on the round 
With ſchiddois ſchene ſchew rochis rubicund,; - ve 
Towris, turettis, kirnalis, and pynnakillis hie 1 
Of kirkis, caſtellis, and ilk faire ciet ; t 
| Stude payntit, euery fane, Phioll and ſtage 0 O0 
Apoun the plane ground, by their awin umbrage: © 
Of Folus north blaſtis hauand na e e 
T he ſulze ſpred bir brade bo um 4 
Zephyrus confortabill inſpiration : 97:04] SEO 
| For tyil reſſaue law in hir derte ade i nl oi, 
= + The cornis croppis, and the bere new brerde wt yA : 
| Wyth gladeſum garmont reveſting the erc ö HT HOLE 
: * So thyk the plantis ſprang in euety pete, wh vp 
* The feildis fer ferlyis of their fruckudus Rete id vod tg 
Byſſy dame Ceres, and proude . 9 111 20 lit 
Reioſing of the planis Plen q 0 000 TOE 
| Plenny ſt ſo pleſand, and maiſt propiry ICE, 12 3-979 1 7¹ 
Buy nature nuriſſit wounder tendiipy e t ee 
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wy — of IV AY JE 11 | 
Mhoſe ee branches, chequer ov on the green, 10 
Imbrown'd the rigid rocks that roſe between: | ey 


” TC rs, battlements, and caftles huge and kigh, 
Turrets, and ſpires that mingle with the Ry, 1 . 1 


And every dome, and pinnacle, and fane, 
By their own ſhade ſtood Gigur'd: on the plain. 

Ai glebe; now fearleſs of the North's keen air. 34 
4 | & To the ſoft Zephyrs ſpread Her boſom bare; 31:34 & 
| With genial warmth her fertile lap to hls: > 25 121 aid - 

And fill her with the plenty of the „ th Galt 
Freſh ſpringing corn enliven'd all the ſcene, 1 2AlY 
And cloath d the country with a robe of green: 6715 
And plants fo numerous open d to the view, 


The fields rejoicing wonder d how they grew. 80 
With joy the goddeſs of the golden grain, To dar 
And proud Priapus ey d the pregnant plain; 5 
Where fruitful nature wak d her genial power, 


And rear d, and foſter d every herb and flower: 


ing” © C 2 „„ 


102. A Niespüen i of May. 

On the fertyl okyrt lappis of the ground =. I 
Strekand on brede under the cyrkil round: . 
*The varyant veſture of the venuſt vale b e 


» Schrowdis the ſcherand fur, and euery fa er E 
| | Ouerfrett with fulzeis, and ty guris ful dyuers, V1943 Dit 
The pray byſprent wyth ſpryngand ſproutis bes, 13 


. For callour humours on the dewy nycht, oh odor al Do. - 


* Rendryng ſum place che gyrs pylis thare lick, 1 * 


Als fer as catal the lang ſomerys dar AD %% 
Hadi in thare paſture ete and gnyp away: 1 oY Ps 
5 And blyſsful bloſſomys in the blomyt ; _ 95 
Submittis thare hedys in t the zoung ſonnys wind dt, b 1 : 
Tre leuis rank ouerſpred the barmkyn Me © 1 
The blomit hauthorne cled his pykis all, oy my = 
Furth of freſche burgeouns che wyne grapis. 2 zing, 
Endlang the wal, ade on twiſt bing; r Been go 
5 


W 3 


[Ver. 8. The varyant whe e. 5 Ki is eviddde our ne interads' to deſcribe two 
diſtinct things, viz. cornficlds, and meadows or paſture- lands, the former in the three 

ſirſt lines, the varyant veſture, &c.— —— is plainly arable, and the fulzeis and Hguris. 
ful dyuers, are the various leaves and flowers of the weeds growing among the corn and 


| nn Aa piece of aa And- here the — of corffhelds ends, and oy " 
| 1 


x ziſing fprings, from the Ital. pruzzare, JP afpergere. 


* 


Wn 1 Deep of Mar. „ 


The „ creation ſwell'd upon the eye; 3 85 
Earth was their bed, their canopy the ky. LED USES 
A varied verdure rob d the vales around, 


And ſpread laxuriant o'er the furrow' > ground: 


And flowery weeds, that grew prof ſe between OY 
The barley-lands, diverſified the'ſeene. go. 
E he filver ſprings, that throu gh the meadows flow * 
In many arill, fertility beſtow'd; . 

And where the humid night“ 8 reſtorin g dew 
Dropt on the ground the bladed herbage g eren, 7 
As. faſt as cattle the long furmer's day b 185 E : 


Had cropt the grafly ſuſtenance away. 


A bloom diffuſive o'er the gardens run, 


. Confiding in the ſafeguard of the fan's f 
Wreath'd i ivy mantled round the lofty te tower; 
And hawthorn-hedges whiten' d into flower: i — $7 


The freſh-form' d grapes in little cluſters hung; J 


Eloſe to their props the curling tendrils clun 8. 


paſture - lands hegiog at, The pray byſpront, &o. Pray, not as the gloſſary to G. Douglas 
ſays, corruptediy for ſpray, but formed from the Lat. Pratum, and Spryngand Sproutis,, . 


The 


[The loukit ee on _ gerayt treis 
raked leuis c of naturis er rg 


| 
n 
4 


| Soft grey ee eftir re urs * bn * 


„ 


Behaldand Fs 95 mony. why on 
Sum Piers, ſum pale, ſum buraet, and 3 1 


1 * 4 um; gres, ſug go gow wlis, ſum purpure, ſum buen, TP 
110 wt 


* Blanchit or brown, fauch zallow: mony 1 
Sum heuinly colourit i in celeſtial gre, . 
3 „ wo wattry hewit as the haw wally 6, TY 
2 And ſum departe i in  freklis rede and aye, 
Sum bricht as gold with aureate leuis HP». 
The daſy did on brede hir crownel ſmale, 
And euery flour unlappit in the dale, 
; In battil gers burgeouns,, the banwart wyld, 
* The clauir, catcluke, and the is: - * 
--- - The flourdelyce furth ſprede ! his heuynly hew, 
PFloure damas, and columbe blak and blew, 
Sere downis mal on dentilioun ſprang, 


= Fae zoung grene | blomit ſtrabery levis e 


8 i I 
1 5 | 
” e 2 1 * * 0 


A { Deſripeon 6 r \f ar. ET "7" 9 
Tbe buds, that ſwelld in gems on ay tee, a * bb 1 


f | 23 


Burſt into foliage, nature 9 tapeſtry.” 4 e 
Lo! by ſoſt zephyrs Wak d, and Ke ſhower, 1 * 
on bending ſtalks ſmile rohintary er ee 
Trick d off i in vaſt variety of 'bue, " oF be QUILL » 
Some red, pale, p purple; yellow, brown or blue; ; N 
Some brightly ting'd i in heay” ns etticriat Rain, = 
And ſome cerulean, like the watry main, RAT SUL it W 
Some crimſon- colour d, fairly fleckt with white, 1 
Some gold that gayly glitter d 1 in the _— * N 
The daify did its coronet unveil, _ 1 e f 8 
And every flow r unfolded i in the day Re UT ney 
Rank ſprung ſalubrious herbs, and every weed, | rg 
And clover bloom 'd luxuriant i in the mead : hs 
The flow'r-de- luce abroad its beauty f Sed,” 
And columbine advanc'd his purple head. 
| From thiſtly ſtems flew vegetable down, 


nd beds of ſtrawb'ries were with graſs o ergrown. 120 


"I. IS E- £ 


16 1.5 Deſcription, of Mr. 


* Gimp ele * thareon. leuis unſchet "RUA dr ebe 51 


Freſche prymrois, and the purpour violet, ile ont 9 
The rois knoppis, tetand furth thare ae AG 14h 125 


Gan chyp, and kyth thare vernale lippis rede, nib; f tt) 


Cryſp $karlet leuis ſum ſcheddand baith attanis, ; ie b diet 


 +Keſt fragrant ſmel amyd fra goldin granis, 


Opynnit and ſchew thare creiſtis redemyte, |, FO” fi 39 


And. ſplver ſchakeris gan fra leuys hing, 1 bib duet r 
With cryſtal ſprayngis on the verdure eing: 3 


Bedyit ful of dewy peirlys 1 round; 


Heuinlie lyllyis, with lokkerand toppis been 1 


The balmy x vapour from thare Glkyn croppis 3 


Diſtilland haleſum ſugurat hony droppis, 


The Plane pouderit with ſemelie ſeitis found, ; re T8807 


80 that ilk burgeoun, ſyon, herbe, « or r floure, „„ 
Worxall enbalmit of the keſche x liquour, 5 . 
« And 

's + Probably 1 Douglas 5 5 awin. 'Via. Vac 72. . awin i umlrage. . 


+ Ver. bs Keſi fragrant ſmel, &c ] It is obſervable, that Gawin Douglas never 40 
once mentions the ſcent of flowers till he comes to the roſe, and never at all the ſcent of 


any particular flower, except the roſe, not even of the lilly; for, J take it, the words 
Ver. 331. from thare ſy = pit are meant to deſcribe the Howers 1 in general; and the 


may 


A Deſcription of Max, #7 | 


| Carnations od in ga ly minęled hue; 
Pale was the primroſe, and the vi let blue. 
Its velvet lips the baſhful roſe begun 

0 To ſhew, and catch the kiſſes of the ſun; 


Some fuller blown their criſped honours ſhed; 116M cul 


15 Sweet ſmelt the golden chives that grac'd their hou; 
Queen of the field, in milkwhite mantle dreſt, 
The lovely lilly wav d her curling creſt. 

From every flower ambroſial ſweets diſtill FTE : 


1 Ambroſial ſweets the ambient ether fill d. 8 We 1 30 | 


Dew-drops like diamonds hung on every. tree, 
And ſprinkled Gly” ry luſtre o'er the lea, lid: 

And all the verd'rous herbage of the ground 

Was deck d with pearls which caſt a ſplendor and. 


'P he flow'rs, the buds, and every plant that grew | 13 as 


Sipt the freſh n of the a. dew: wok 


| 115 6 bers to be the ſame- with 5 "Freſebs 1 3 I 38. and * duke — 25 
Quharec, the beis wracht thare hony ſwete, an exhalation diſtinct from that which cauſes 
the ſcent; and redolent odour, Ver. 144, is general; for he certainly means to cloſe 


his deſcription of the vegetable world, (and he does it nobly) by one univerſal 3 of 
fragrance from al nature, as well fields, as gardens. | * 
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| And baithit hait did in dulce humouris Rete, 111000 
Qubareof the beis wrocht thare hony bete, ol; % eh - 
Be mychty Phebus | ppp and Me oc qi 1% WT 
In ſappy ſubtell exhalatiouns : ene Los 


Forgane the cummyn of this prynce 3 1 
Redolent odour 1 up from the rutis {pref 
Haleſum of hos FEE PNG a blotted: 2 | ls 


; Aromatike | gummes, or ony ne potioun, 
| Muſt, myr, aloyes, or confectioun. 50511 | Troy > caor' 
Ane paradiſe it ſemyt to draw nere vil te Gern 
Their galzeard gardingis, and eik grene bebe 85 
Mayſt amyabil waxis the emerant medis, © bn 165 


* 


= Swannis ſouchis throw out the reſpand . fi = irA 
Ouer all the lochis and the fludis gray, 1 


Serſand by kynd ane place qitane hay f. fuld thy: 58 
Phebus rede foule his curale creiſt can ſtere, } 


Oft firckand furth bis hekkil crawand clere >. ' . on 


* 


* * BE is Candler aukward i in e the trankitian 5 vegetables to animals i in 
the diviſien 00 a couplet,. which the ee Ne par avoid; 
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A Daleription o of Mar. . 


= Hu every plant the liquid nectar flow d, V 
In every bud, and every flow'r that blow 4; hits 7 
85 Here rov d the buſy bees without controul, 1 5 
Robb d the ſeet bloom, and ſuck d its — fo: 146 
- To greet the God, from Earth's fair boſom flgw'd * 
All Nature's incenſe in a fragrant Cloud, 


More grateful far than thoſe groſs fumes i im apart, 
Which tort ring fires extract by chymic art. 1 
Like paradiſe appear d each bliſsful ſcene ve 5:1 ol 
of purple gardens, and encloſures green, R Sin wg? | 
Of bloomy hedges, and of waving woods, 
Of flowery meads, and ruſhy-fringed floods: 
| Where filver ſwans; with ſnowy p pride elate, 5 
T heir tall necks mantling, ſail'd along i in lu = 150 
y inſtinct tau ght their ozier neſts to make 4 17 | 5 
On the dank margin of the lucid lake. 5 05 f 4 181 
_ Briſk Chanticleer wav'd high his coral creſt, 


And crowing clapt his pinnions to his breaſt ; 


4 | , 
* 4 | 


* 


20 A D eſcription. of Mar AY. 


? 4 


Amyd the wortis, and the rutis gent, Ae 


Pickland hys mete in alayis quhare he webe, 
His wyffis Toppa and Partolet hym Tm 
As bird al tyme that hantis bygamy ; - 


The payntit powne payſand with plumys gym; hos 
| Keft up his tale ane proud pleſand-c quhile tym, 


Iſchrowdit f in his fedderane bricht and ſchene, 
Schapand the prent of Argois hundreth ene 3; © 
Amang the bronys of the oly ue twiſtis, q 
Sere ſmale floulis, wirkand crafty neſtis,, © _ 
Endlang the hedgeis thik, and on rank akis 


1k bird reioſand with thare mirthful makis: 8 


In corneris and clere feneſteris of glas. | 


F ull beſely Arachne weuand „ 
To knyt hyr nettis and hyr wobbis ſle, 


5 Tharewith to cauch the litil Ps or fl: as: 


; , 16 1 > 
- , - 
= . % 8 * 
* . 
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160 


5 170 
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55 Deſcription of Maw | 


With orient heel he lightly ſpurn' : the ground, 115 155 
And chuck d for Joy at every corn he found; , 
And as he ſtrutted on in gallant pride, 

Two wives obſequious waited at his „ 
For cocks, that couple with their neareſt ig - . 
| Hold bygamy a pardonable { To 2 a 

bf he peacock proudly pac'd upon the plain, 3 
. And like a circle bent his gaudy train, | 


Where vivid colours brightly-beaming ſtrove; 
He ſeem'd beneath a canopy to move: „ 
His ſtarry plumes reflected various dyes, | | : 165 5 
| Reſembling Argus with his hundred eyes. 
Where leafy branches form d a ſecret ſhade 1 
The painted birds their cunning fabricks made, 1 
5 Or on the oak, or im plieated thorn, | 
And wanton 'din the beauty of the morn: 1 „ 
Her wary ſtand the watchful ſpider tox 
In the glaſs, window, or ſome gloomy nook, T 


| There wove her web, in filmy texture fy, 
Te 0 captivate the little nat, or fly. mo, 
NEE Beneath 


* 


+ 


22 1 Deſerption ef Mar. 


Under the wilt bene 1 in lufely walls © fb 9 55 FR N 
5 Within fermance and parkis clois of palis, = 1493 Loh 
The buſtuous bukkis rakis furth on raw, 
o Heirdis of hertis throw the thyck wod ſchaw, 8 a 175 


The zoung fownys followand the dun days, 


Kiddis <kippand throw ronnys eſtit rais, 


In leſuris and on leyis lit ill lammes 


Full tait and trig { ſocht bletand to thare dammes. 2 
on ſalt ſtremes wolk Dorida and — 

By rynnand ſtrandis, nymphes and naiades, | 2 at abt 
Sie as WE clepe wenſchis and damyſſellis, 14230 ht 
| ; In gerly grauis wanderand by ſpring wellis, Ae 
Of blomed branchis and flouris quhyte and rede . 
Plettand their luſty chaplettis for thare hede: 18 5 


Sum ſang ring ſangis, dancis, ledis, and roun ds 5 


2 With vocis ſchil, quhil all the dale reſoundis; 3 


And thochtful luffaris rownyis to and fro, 


To leis thare pane, and plene thare joly wo, 


Eftir 


& | Deſcription * hk — 


Beneath the trees that ſcreen the lovely vale”: net 175 5 ; 
; Within the limits of the fencing pale, 
March nimble-footed deer in rank array d, „ 
Or ſeck the ſhelter of the green· wood ſhade: ; 
| Young kids, light ſkipping, and the timorous Gan — 


Bruſh thro the copſe, and bound along the lawns: .. 38S - | 
While in freſh paſtures or the fallows gray os 1 
Lambs nibble i in the wantonneſs of play. N 
Emerging from their coral-payen cave bi 
| Thetis and Doris walk upon the wave, + {nk RB 
But ſtream- preſiding nymphs, and naiads trim, _— | \ 
By the clear current, or the fountain 8 brim, 5 | i 
Such as we name our gentle maids that rove : | 
By waters welling in the graſſy grove, _ | 
Culling green boughs, and bells, and flourets fair : f 
And weaving garlands for their golden hairs - 190 | | 
Some ſweetly ſing, ſome lead the feſtiveround; == N 
1 8 The diſtant dales re-ecchoe to the found: !? „ 1 


5 And thoughtful lovers to the winds complitns a 2 jt 
| To mitigate the madneſs of their pain; 


: : 2 5 
» y } 13 
5 * I 
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| * 24 A Deſcription of Mob. 


„ Eſtir thare e now fingand, now in forow, . 
With hertis penſiue, the lang ſomeris morow 2 : 
| Sum ballettis lift endite of his lady, GH 
Sum leuis in hope, and ſum alluterly = 
Diſparit i is, and fa quyte out of grace, 
Hys purgatory he fyndis 1 in euery place. 


TOI. 


: 2 den curage kitillis all gentil hertis, 


| Seand throw kynd ilk thing ſpryngis and reuertis' : 


| : Dame naturis menſtralis, on that uthyr parte, 
Thare bliſsful bay intonyng euery arte, 
| To bete thare amouris of thare nychtis bale, 
| The merle, the manys, and the ng.” 
With mirry notis myrthfully furth brift, 
 Enforſing thaym quha micht do clink it beſt + 
- The kowſchot croudis and pykkis on the ryſe, 


The ſtirling changis divers ſteuynnys nyſe, | 
The ſparrow chirmis 1 in the wallis clyft, 
* Goldſpink and {i intquhite fordynnand the lyſt, 


The gukkow galis, and ſo quhitteris the quale, 
Gb ryveris reirdit, ſhawis and every ak 
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And 


A Deſcription of Mar. 


0 | Now warbling madrigals ſo light and gay, 1 
Wy Now pale and penſive the long ſummer 8 day-:. 
Some write in high heroicks to the fair, 
Some live in hope, and ſome thro ſad deſpair 
In every place a purgatory find; 
Such is the moody genius of their mind. 
All gentle hearts confeſs the quick ning ſpring, 


For May invigorates every living 1 

| Hark! how the merry minſtrels of the grove 
Devote the day to melody and love; 
The ouzle ſhrill, that haunts the MR dale, 


7 Their little breaſts with emulation ſwell, 
. And ſweetly ſtrive i in ſinging to excell. 
In the thick foreſts feeds the cooing dove; ; 
The ſtarling whiſtles various notes of love RR 
The ſparrow chirps, the cleſted walls among; 3 
| To the ſweet wildneſs of the linnet $ ſong, 
To the harſh cuckoo, and the twittering quail 
Reſounds the wood, the river, and the vale; 


43 „% 7 


— 


I he mellow thruſh, the love-lorn nightin gale; 5 


— A Defeription of Mar, | 


* 
4 


And ndr twiſts trymblit on the treis, 2 e gas. 
For birdis far ing, and bemyng of the beis, Ow” 
In werblis dulce of heuinlie armonyis, 3 

The larkis loude releifchand in the ſkyis, 

Louis thare lege with tonys curious; J EE 
Bayth to dame Natur, and the freſche Venus, 2215 
Rendring hie laudis | in thare obſeruance, 7 8 TA. 
Quhais ſuggourit chrottis made glade hartis dance, 
And al ſmal foulis fingis on the ſpray ; : | 
Welcum the lord of licht, and lampe of day, 
Welcum foſterare of tendir herbis grene, oy 220 
Welcum quhikkynnar of fluriſt flouris chene, 


Welcum ſupport of euery rute and vane, 


Welcum confort of al kind frute and grane, 

Welcum the birds beild apoun the brere, 2 

Welcum maiſter and reulare of the zere, 
Welcum welefare of huſpandis at the plewis, 


Melcum reparare of woddis, treis, and bewis, 
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Welcum 
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Hd tender twigs all trembling. on the trees, 115 


—— 


Dance to the murmuring mulick of the bees. 


Upſpring 1 the airy larks, ſhrill-voic d and loud, 


And breathe their mattins from a morning wh, To, | 
To greet glad Nature, and the God of day, „ = , > 


And flowery Venus, blooming queen of May; 3 
The ſongs of praiſe their tuneful breaſts . ́ZFv [| 


Charm every ear, and rap the ſoul in mc. „ 
Thus ſung the ſweet muſicians on the ſpray; _D =. 


Welcome, thou Lord of light, and lamp of day 
Welcome to tender herbs, and myrtle bowers, . 2 5 
Welcome to plants, and odour- breathing flowers; 

Welcome to every root upon the plain, 
Welcome to gardens, and the golden grain 1 
Welcome to birds that build upon the breere, 
Welcome, great Lord and Ruler of the year: . 130 
5 Welcome, thou Source of univerſal good, 


5 of buds t to boughs, and Fey to the wood : 


Welcome, 


28 Wu A Deſcription! of Mar. 


| Welcum depepbter of the blomyt edis, 


Welcum ſtorare of all kynd beſtial, 
Welcum be 7 bricht _— gladand al. 


Welcum the Iyffe of every thing that yn N 


KEY 


A Deſcription of M AY. 


Welcome, bright Pheebus, whoſe prolifick pow T 
In every meadow ſpreads out every flow' E 
Where-e er thy beams in mild effulgence play, 
Kind Nature ſmile 


and all the world is gay. 
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BAK, back, behind: 
Abulzzit, dreſſed, cloathed. 
Aﬀfrayit, afraid. | 


Alis, Oaks. 


Als, as. 
Amene, pleaſant [Lat. amanus] 
Attanis, at once. 
Awin, own. 
Barmkin, Rampart, F ortification. 
Bali, thick, rank, 
Hene, pleaſant, from the Lat. Bonus, 
Bere, Barley. + | 
Bot, but. 
Br 5 broad. Breds ibid. On hats abroad 
Brerde, new ſprung. _ 
| Bronys, Branches. | 
Burgeouns, Buds, young ſprigs 
Buſtuzus, huge, fierce. 
Byſprent, beſprinkled. 


L Callour, freſh, cool. 


NJ Catcluke, the name of an Herb. 

Cogfah Chiſel, or ſhaped like a Chiſel. 
Ci:s, Cloyſter, Lat. Clauſtrum. 

_ Crammeſy, Crimſon, [Fr. Cramoiſi! 
Croude, to coo like a Dove. : 

Defoundand, pouring down, diffuſing, 

Days, Does, | 

Eik, each, alſo. ” 

Emerant, green, verdant. 

Eubrede, embroider'd. 

Endlang, along. | 

Erd, the Earth. 

E ſchamet, aſhamed, *'_ 


P Kitillis, TE moves. 


Fal, Turf. 


+ Fauch, grey colour'd or rather « reddiſh, 5 


fellas. 


Fenęſteris, Windows, [Lat fengfira.] 


+ Ferlie, to wonder. 


Fleand, flying, fleeing. 


Hlete, F low, Product. 
Fordynnand, ecchoeing, reſounding. 


Forgane, againſt, alſo over againſt, 
Fructuous, fruitful). 
Fulzeis, Leaves, [Fr. Fuille, Lat. Rabas 
Calis, makes a noiſe like a Cuckow. 
Galzeard, cheerful, pretty. 

Gent, genteel, ſpruce. | 

Gers, Graſs, Gyrs, ibid.. 


Glave, a Sword, [Fr.Glaive, Lat.Gladi um) 


Gnyp, to crop or browze.. 


* Gowlis, red, Gules from the Fr. 


Gran, having Grains, "RN, ſcarlet or 
crimſon. | 

Gravis, Groves. 

Gre, Degree, Gres, gray. | 

Grete, Sand, or Gravel in Rivers. 

Grundin, grinded, ſharpen'd. 


pF Hammy: 1 Collar for Hoi ſes. 


Hant, to frequent, uſe, [Fr. Banur 


N 1 blueiſh, cerulean. 


Heki1l, a 1 N Comb. 
Hird, Shepherd. Ang. Sax. 
Ilk, och. . 


J 288 iſſued, came out. - 
urnailis, Battlements, Parapets. 


Reto Hat 


Hb, to ſhew, make appear. 
Lato, low. _ 
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1 Xnoſehet . 55 or wild; Pn. Schaw, > Wood, Fort, or Grove, 8 


Schene, ſhining. 


Scherand, cleaving. es HEM $5 


Leis, to loſe Leſs I Ka: C. xvili. ver. debrꝛudith, covers over. 


5. in the ſame ſenſe. 
Lemand, blazing, ſhining. 
Aw, Paſtures, Glades. 
„ Leas, untill'd Ground. 
: Lochis, Lakes BY 
| Lockterand, curling. 
Louis, Praiſe. | 
Lowit, locked u up, encloſed. 
Leune, calm. 
Vit, the Pi irmament. 
Mav:s, a Thruſh. | 
Ment, mixed, mingled together. 


Sege, Seat. [Fr. Siege. * 
Seltouth, ſtrange, uncommon. 
Semelit, ſeemly. 

Sence, Incenſe. 

Sere, ſeveral. 

Seye, Sea. : 

Slak, a Bottom, or Valley. 


* 


* Sofdir Showers, Clouds. 


Sore, ſorrel, cheſnut. 
Stuch, to make 8 Noiſe, — 


Sprayngis, Rays, ſtreakes of different Co- 


lours. 


Merle, an Ouzle. Blackbird. ee Sprinkilland, gliding ſwiftly, 


Neifs thirlis, Noſtrils. 
Obumbrate, ſhaded over. 
Gee, the Ocean. 
Ouerfrett, overſpread, embelliſh'd. 
Ouerheidland,. covering over. 
Peirs, ſky- colour: 8 
Pete, a clod, or lump of Earth. 


Phanis, not Tomes or Enfigns, (as the Gloſſa- Strandis. Strands, - 
ry interprets it) but Appearance or Splen- 


Stabillyt, ſettled, calm'd. 
 Stenryis, the Shore. 

-. GBrernes, Stars. 

Steuynnis, Notes, Sands? 
Storare, Reſtorer. 
Stouis, Vapoure, Exhalations. 
Stourand, ſtirring. 


Rivulets. 


dor, from the Gr. $auu, otendo, ſplendeo Sulze, the Soil, Grd, 


| Phill, a Cupola. 
Plane, to complain. 
Pons, a Peacock. 
Pray, a Meadow. 
7 Pylis, Hairs, or Tops of Grals. 
Duba, who—Lubats, whole. 
Quhile, a Wheel. 
3 Whip. 
Rais, Roes. | 
Rakis on rato, march i in order. ; 
 Kedemyte, decked. beautiful. 
Reirdit, reſounded. 
Relei ſchand, mounting vp. 
RNendryng, reſtoring, 
| Reſpand, the ruling of Reeds, 
Reſſaue, to receive, 
Revertis, returns. 
Reveſting, cloathing, 
Ronnys, Brambles, Briars. 
Rzm, the Circle of a Wheel. 


8 + £5ſe, Bullruthes,- 


Buſhes. | 1} 


[Lat Proc]. 


af, moiſt: 


4 


may Ggnify 2 Zou d, vonder, farther off. 


. Qulzeart, bright, glittering. 
Sum dele, Comewhat, a little. 
Syn, a Scion, or young Shoot. 
Tait, tight. 
Tetand, putting forth. 
| Thareon,. their own, 
- Till, to, unto. 


Frazileys, props, or ſupporters of Vines, 


Umbedrawv, withdrew, 
Unſchet, opened. 
Upwarpis, thrown up. 
Uthyr, other. 


Wally, wavy, billowy. 
Wobbis, Webs. 
Mortis, Herbs, 

Zallow, 7 | 
Zard, Yard, Garden, 

Zere, Year. 


Zing, 2 


Plants — 
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ſometimes honifies 


